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As the 2025-26 Rotary year comes to a close, I realise Rotary Ɵme 
works differently. You start the year thinking you’ve got 12 months… 
and suddenly it’s changeover night and you’re wondering who stole 
the other 11 months. This Ɵme last year Peter and I spoke about 3 
things - Ignite Change, Inspire AcƟon, and Impact Lives.  We know this 
was not an overnight fix and unfortunately there are no short cuts as 
we cannot simply flick a switch to achieve all three.  
 
Ignite Change –  
As a Club we are showing people what is possible. 
Our projects, RYE, recognising frontline nurses, supporƟng local 
families and global communiƟes reminds members that ordinary 
people can create extraordinary outcomes. When we share stories of 
impact, celebrate small wins, and welcome fresh ideas, we spark the 
kind of change that starts in a meeƟng room and ripples out into the 
community. 
 

Inspire AcƟon –  
AcƟon is the heartbeat of Karrinyup Rotary.  
We inspire acƟon by making service simple, meaningful, and enjoyable. Whether it’s volunteering for an hour, 
bringing a friend to a meeƟng, or stepping into a leadership role, we must give members clear ways to get 
involved and feel part of something bigger. When people see that their contribuƟon maƩers and that they’re 
supported by a club that laughs, collaborates, and shows up, acƟon becomes contagious. 
 
Impact Lives –  
Changing lives is the end result of what we do. 
Every project, every dollar raised, every act of recogniƟon touches someone directly. A RYE student who gains 
skills and memories for life. A nurse who feels valued. A family who feels supported. A community that feels 
seen. 
 
And Rotary changes our lives too. Through fellowship, purpose, and shared achievement, we grow, connect, 
and rediscover the joy of helping others.  
That’s the true legacy of our club. 
 
Just recapping our Impact in 2025-26. 

Community Projects – Over $32,000 donated.  Including major donaƟons and personal support to Tranby 
Hub, Men’s Talk, My Home and Foodbank, in fact our last donaƟon to Foodbank this year Ɵpped our Club 
support to over $55,000 in total donaƟons. Thank you to Jane and her team.  

Environment Projects – Over $22,000 to support local programs in the CoS.  This included support of $6,000 
to the Earbus repairs.  Thank you to Richard and his team. 

InternaƟonal Projects – Over $23,000 donated, major projects include helping orphans in Northern Thailand 
and Stella Child Care OrganisaƟon educaƟon support in Cambodia and many others.  Thank you to Sandra 
and her team. 

VocaƟonal Projects – Over $26,000 includes support to projects such as Child and Adolescent Health Services, 
ApprenƟce Employment Network and Osborne Park NOTY which is in its 36th consecuƟve year of partnership. 
Thank you to Kay and her team. 

Youth Projects – Ongoing support to our RYE students, RYLA, RYLA Elevate and NaƟonal Youth Science Forum.  
Thank you to Eddy and his team. 



 
Earbus - On top of this we assisted with donaƟons to help those effected by natural disasters and repairs to 
the Kimberley Earbus. AŌer being contacted by the Earbus FoundaƟon for assistance we raised $32,500 over 
several months.  Thank you to the many generous private donors whose support eased the burden on our 
Club and helped us fully fund the repairs and return the Earbus to service.  Thank you to Heather for her Ɵme 
as she was the conduit between Rotary Karrinyup and the Earbus FoundaƟon. 
 
As you are aware the world we live in is in constant change. Forty years ago, the average house price in Perth 
was around $60,000, and most families survived on a single income. Back then, it was mainly low socio 
economic income households who needed support. 

Fast-forward to 2026, and the average house price is now around $1.2 million. Even families with two full-Ɵme 
incomes are struggling. Mortgage stress, rising costs, and the pressure of simply keeping a roof overhead 
means that people needing help are no longer just those on the margins — they are teachers, nurses, tradies, 
young families, and reƟrees. The middle class is now under strain, and the safety nets that once held firm are 
stretched thin. 

There are tough Ɵmes ahead for everyone so organisaƟons like Rotary are now more essenƟal than ever.  But 
we need to stay relevant, adapt, evolve and change like the world around us. 
 
There is two people in parƟcular that I would like to thank. 

To Peter – Thank you for sharing the journey, your support, guidance and knowledge has been invaluable. 
Thank you for being the sounding board for some of my crazy ideas.  I know you won’t be puƫng your feet 
up but enjoy you Ɵme in reƟrement. 

To Carolyn – Thank you for our regular phone calls to keep me focused and on track.  For those not in the 
loop, our phone conversaƟons normally would normally go something like this.  Hi Mick, just a reminder that 
you have to do this ……..which was normally followed by 3 or 4 seconds of awkward silence, then the words 
…’Uh oh!’ 
 
Thank you to the 2025-2026 Board of Directors for your support throughout the year. I would also like to wish 
John all the best as the incoming President — may your year be full of impact, inspiraƟon and fun. 
 
 

 
2025-2026 Board of Directors 

(Absent Sandra McGuire, Richard Prunster, Jane Wake & Jenni Wilke) 

 


